188                ISLAM AS A POLITICAL SYSTEM.

"Islam is neither the enemy of progress nor the
friend of violence and abuse."

This search after faults has led me to the obser-
vation of two points, in which Islam is superior to
all other systems. The decrepitude of all beliefs is
the putting the creature in the place of the Creator.
Islam is old enough to have experienced this change;
yet alone has it remained free from idolatry and
superstition,. In regard to the second point, the
contrast is rather with. Christianity than with Bud-
dhism or Brahminism; it has reference to inter-
national law; it deals with the acts of the com-
munity, as our courts of justice with the acts of the
individual. No doubt the Christian religion, and
more specifically the Old Testament, forbids alike
crime in the community and crime in the individual;
but Christianity established no court for the enforce-
ment of that law; and having gradually emerged
from a condition of obscurity and persecution^ there
was never formed a system of administration which,
so to say, should apply and implement the faith. It
is true that the Church exerted itself to control,
through the consciences of men, the lawlessness of
princes and the passions of people; and we find
it interposing,, denouncing, and excommunicating,
with the effect of diminishing the frequency, miti-
gating the savageness, and limiting the duration of